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CELEBRATE CHANUKAH
WITH A CONCERT AND LATKE PARTY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29™ AT 2:30 P.M.

@ Featuring a Trio of Performers from @
XX
TSIBELE

The new Klezmer music ensemble

Zoé Aqua (violin) and Ira Temple (accordion) will be joined by acclaimed
Yiddish singer Rachel Weston, a recent British transplant to New York,
who the Jewish Music Institute UK called “One of the UK’s top young
performers of Yiddish song.” The trio will be playing festive
and lively Chanukah music, as well as other collected Yiddish gems.

plus

The Lighting of the 8" Chanukah Candle
Delicious Refreshments
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Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/RegoParkJewishCenter
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twitter.com/RegoParkJC

Follow us on Instagram
: instagram.com/regoparkjc

The Rego Park Jewish Center Bulletin is published 9 times/year (Sept. - June)
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK

THE MONTH OF KISLEV

Kislev is the ninth of the twelve months of the Jewish calendar.

Kislev is the month of Chanukah, the only holiday in the Jewish calendar which spans, and hence connects, two
months. Chanukah begins on the 25th day of the month of Kislev and concludes in the month of Tevet (either on
the 2nd or 3rd, depending on the number of days in Kislev)

The name Kislev derives from the Hebrew word kesel, which means either “security,” or “trust.” There are two
states of trust—one active and one passive—both of which manifest in the month of Kislev, which in the human
body correspond to the right and left kidneys, respectively. In Hebrew, the word for kidney is also kesel.

The miracle of Chanukah reflects the active trust of the Hasmoneans (the Maccabees) in G-d that drove them to
stand up and fight against the Hellenistic Seleucid kingdom (and its culture). Kislev’s sense is sleep. Sleep too is
connected with trust and reflects the passive trust that we all have that G-d’s Providence always watches over all.

Zodiac sign: Keshet (Sagittarius, the Bow)

The zodiac symbol of Kislev is the bow, which means both an archer’s bow and a rainbow. The latter relates
clearly with the theme of Chanukah as the archer’s bow of the Maccabees. It symbolizes their active trust in G-d
to fight against the Hellenistic culture that ruled the world at the time. Though the Hasmoneans themselves were
members of the tribe of Levi and part of the priesthood, in the Bible, the art of archery and the bow are ascribed
to the tribe of Benjamin in particular, the tribe of the month of Kislev (see 2 Chronicles 14:7).

Tribe: Benjamin

As mentioned earlier, the tribe of Benjamin is the one most gifted with the art of the bow. The Holy Temple in
Jerusalem was built in the part of the Land of Israel belonging to Benjamin. Moses prophesied this in his
blessing for Benjamin, “To Benjamin he [Moses] said, ‘[Benjamin is] the beloved of G-d, He [the Almighty]
shall dwell trustfully over him; He hovers over him all the day, and between his shoulders He rests.” Here we
explicitly see that Benjamin symbolizes both trust and rest, the sense of the month of Kislev.

Of all the tribes of Israel, Benjamin was the only one born in the land of Israel. The land of Israel is the place
where one most clearly experiences Divine providence. In the words of the Zohar, “There is no place vacant of
Him.”

When Jacob blessed Benjamin before his passing, he likened him to a wolf. Based on this blessing, Jacob is
symbolized by a wolf. The wolf, representing craving and gulping down food without chewing (wolfing it
down), symbolizes Benjamin’s mundane craving for G-d and his ability to excite others about grabbing Divinity
wherever and whenever it can be found.

The Pentateuch contains descriptions of 10 dreams. By Divine Providence, all 10 appear in the weekly Torah
portions read during the month of Kislev.

Continued on page 4
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“From the Rabbi’s Desk” - continued from page 3

Holidays in Kislev

25 Kislev — 2 Tevet — Hanukkah — ends 3 Tevet if Kislev is short

Kislev in Jewish history and tradition

6 Kislev
14 Kislev
14 Kislev
15 Kislev

1973) — Death of David Ben-Gurion

~ o~~~

circa 1568 BC) — Birth of Reuben, son of Jacob.
circa 1445 BC) — Death of Reuben, son of Jacob.
167 BC) — The Greeks set up the "Abomination of Desolation" in the Temple

17 Kislev (1947) — The United Nations General Assembly approves a plan for the partition of Palestine, which

eventually led to the creation of the State of Israel.

20 Kislev (circa 457 BC) — Ezra addresses a three-day assemblage of Jews in Jerusalem, telling them to adhere to

the Torah and to dissolve their interfaith marriages.

25 Kislev (167 BC) The Greeks make pagan sacrifices in the Temple

25 Kislev (164 BC) — The Hanukkah miracle

27 Kislev (circa 2105 BC) — Flood rains cease (According to Genesis 6-8).

Rabbi Romiel Daniel

MAZAL TOV HASANIM

The Rego Park Jewish Center is pleased to have
honored two distinguished people on Simchat Torah.
Walter Adelstein was honored as Hasan Torah and Ira
Shimshi was honored as Hasan Bereishis. These
individuals were chosen for their commitment to
Judaism and for their ongoing support of the Center.

Mazal Tov.

SUNDAY BREAKFAST CLUB &
LEARN-IN WITH THE RABBI

At our first meeting of the New Year on
October 27th, Rabbi Daniel focused on the creation of
Adam and Eve, and the influence of the snake on
their lives and the future of mankind.

On November 9th, we learned about Abraham,
spiritual forefather of Jews, Christians and Muslims,
and the first Monotheist. At age 75, he was given the
name Abraham by G-d and was commanded to leave
his family and homeland.

Abraham was a nomad, always uncertain and
questioning. He needed G-d, just as G-d needed him
to procreate and form a great nation.

Keep learning with us on Sunday mornings.

Elaine Spodick
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FOCUS ON SISTERHOOD

W/

NV N 7N

“Z’MAN L’ HAMOCH......A SEASON TO REDEDICATE

Once again we are approaching the season of
rededication. It is implicit in the calendar and the
time of the year; lest we forget the true meaning - the
very name Chanukah means rededication. As we
light a new candle each night, beginning Sunday
evening, Kislev 24 (December 22nd), let us
rededicate ourselves and teach our children, grand
and great grandchildren the meaning of dedication -
let us relearn and teach all in the warm glow of the
candles, the story and the meaning of the greatness
which happened many years ago. Let us again
remember how the Maccabees reaped more than
material rewards. Let us not be caught up in the
frenzy of shopping, of gift wrapping, etc. lest we
forget the true meaning of the little cruse of oil. But
do let us all play with the dreidel and remember -
“Nes Gadol Hayah Sham.”

Don’t forget to patronize our Gift Shop for your
Chanukah and holy day needs. We have a lovely
selection of menorahs, candles and other Judaica
gifts. Call us and make an appointment and we’ll
help you!

Monday, December 23 will be our Sisterhood
Chanukah meeting with latkes, applesauce and
sufganiyot. But besides feeding our physical body
with celebratory foods, Sisterhood ladies always
strive to expand their horizons of knowledge and
especially Jewish learning. Do you remember that
around Sukkot time we studied a section from the
Divrey Hochmah - words of learning - namely Pirkey
Imahot - the modern female guests in the Sukkah and
their words of wisdom. We didn’t finish that but
perhaps we shall return to it next sukkot. At our
meeting we shall study a segment from Derekh Eretz
called RESPECT. When a person appears before the
Throne of Judgement, the first question asked is not,
“Have you believed in G-d?”, “Have you performed
ritual acts?”, but “Have you dealt honorably,
faithfully in all your dealings with your fellow human

beings?” How we deal with one another, whether
through action or language, is a reflection of our
commitment to derekh eretz - respect. There are
sections from Emma Lazarus, Abram Joshua Heschel,
Dr. Jerome Gropman, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, the
Babylonian Talmud, etc. Each one will have
questions that will lead us to riveting and energizing
discussions and perhaps even some controversy.
Some of the topics are Respect and Self Help, the
Bride Beautiful, Respect: Eye to Eye, etc. Do come
to this wonderful meeting.

Please do not forget our important ongoing
campaign for Torah Fund. Our beautiful
Benefactor’s pin elaborates the word Chesed -
kindness and loving kindness. More next month -
including a date for our Torah Fund event. In the
meantime please make your pledge for the Chesed
pin ($180 and up) and receive the pin as our gift to
you. Some of you are already wearing it - thank you.

A very speedy and complete recovery to Agnes
Posner, Lee Lobel-Zwang and to all of you who are
ailing or are afflicted by the winter doldrums.

Have a wonderful and very meaningful
Chanukah.

Ruth Loewenstein

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER BULLETIN
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SPECIAL EVENTS GROUP
NEWS - REVIEWS

Lee Lobel-Zwang, Coordinator

TIME TO STUDY TORAH & MUSSAR

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th
at 12:30 P.M.

BEREISHIT VAYETZE

Jacob has a dream with angels going up and down
a ladder from earth to heaven. G-d appears before
Jacob, renewing the covenant that G-d had made with
Abraham.

Jacob sees Rachel, Laban’s daughter, tending to
sheep and wishes to marry her. Laban tricks Jacob into
marrying his eldest daughter Leah after seven years of
labor.

In exchange for another seven years of work,
Jacob is allowed to marry Rachel. Jacob has many sons
with Leah, but Rachel is unable to conceive. Finally,
G-d blesses Rachel, and she has a son whom she names
Joseph.

Presenters: Rabbi Romiel Daniel & Charles Lehat

YIDDISH VINKEL &
THE KNITTING CIRCLE

Our Yiddish Vinkel and Knitting Circle will both
be taking a break during the cold winter months.
Meetings for both groups will resume sometime in
March.

Pnina Lanxner

MEET
AWARD WINNING AUTHOR
MERNALYN

Meet award winning author Mernalyn on
Saturday, December 21, 2019 at 12:30 P.M. after
services. Mernalyn’s new book, “Today’s Bible”
reveals how to ‘Live with H.LE.A.R.T.” - an acronym for
the five aspects every human being shares. “Her writing
celebrates diversity and the beauty of the human spirit in
an uplifting and inspiring format.”

Mernalyn has been an actress, an international
model and is an award-winning author. Her first book
was the self-empowering “The 10 Second Diet.” As the
word diet refers not just to the food we eat but also to
the life we live, this book is inspirational for living one’s
best life “10 Seconds” at a time.

Mernalyn has toured and spoken across the
country at hundreds of venues and has been a guest on
numerous radio and television talk shows. We look
forward to meeting her at Rego Park Jewish Center on
December 21st.

TODAY™S
BIBLE
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December 2019

KISLEV / TEVET 5780

.
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 3 KISLEV 2 4 KISLEV 3 5 KISLEV 4 6 KISLEV 5 7 KISLEV 6 8 KISLEV 7 9 KISLEV
M.S. 8:45AM. | M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. N.M.S. M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. M.S.  9:00 A.M.
S.D. 2:00 P.M. | N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. E.S. 6:00 P.M. B.B.
N.E.S. R.C. 6:30 P.M. C.L. 4:10 P.M. T.S. 12:30 P.M.
ES. 4:15P.M.
S.E. 5:13P.M.
“VAYETZE”
8 10 KISLEV 9 11 KISLEV 1 0 12 KISLEV 1 1 13 KISLEV 1 2 14 KISLEV 1 3 15 KISLEV 1 4 16 KISLEV
M.S. 8:45AM. | M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. N.M.S. M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. M.S. 9:00 A.M.
B.C.L.I. 9:30 AM. | N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. E.S. 6:00 P.M. E.S. 4:15P.M.
N.E.S. R.C. 6:30 P.M. C.L. 4:11 P.M. S.E. 5:14P.M.
“VAYISHLACH”
1 5 17 KISLEV 1 6 18 KISLEV 1 7 19 KISLEV 1 8 20 KISLEV 1 9 21 KISLEV 2 0 22 KISLEV 2 1 23 KISLEV
M.S. 8:45AM. | M.S.  7:00 A.M. N.M.S. N.M.S. M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. M&'T T‘L‘goAﬁﬂ'OR
B.C.L.I. 9:30 AM. | N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. E.S. 6:00 P.M. 12:30 PM
N.E.S. R.C. 6:30 P.M. CL. 413P.M. N.E.S.
S.E. 5:17P.M.
“VAYESHEV”
2 2 24 KISLEV 2 3 25 KISLEV 2 4 26 KISLEV 2 5 27 KISLEV 2 6 28 KISLEV 2 7 29 KISLEV 2 8 30 KISLEV
M.S. 8:45AM. | M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. N.M.S. M.S. 7:00 A.M. N.M.S. M.S. 9:00 A.M.
B.C.L.I. 9:30 A.M. | SIST. 12:15P.M. N.E.S. N.E.S. N.E.S. E.S. 6:00 P.M. E.S. 4:30 P.M.
N.E.S. N.E.S. C.L. 4:17 P.M. S.E. 5:21P.M.
ROSH CHODESH
“MIKETZ”
15T CHANUKAH CANDLE | 2° CHANUKAH CANDLE | 3R CHANUKAH CANDLE | 4™ CHANUKAH CANDLE | 5™ CHANUKAH CANDLE | 6™ CHANUKAH CANDLE | 7™ CHANUKAH CANDLE
29 1 TEVET 30 2 TEVET 31 3 TEVET
B.B. = BIRTHDAY BLESSSINGS N.M.S. = No MORNING SERVICE
M.S. 8:45AM. | M.S. 7:00 AM. N.MLS. B.C.L.I. = BREAKFAST CLUB & LEARN IN R.C.=RaBBI'S CLASS
B.C.L.I. 9:30 A.M. N.E.S. N.E.S. B.D. = BOOK DISCUSSION S.D. = SINGLES DANCE

CONCERT-2:30 PM
N.E.S.

| ROSH CHODESH |

8™ CHANUKAH CANDLE

C.L. = CANDLE LIGHTING
E.S. = EVENING SERVICE

M.S. = MORNING SERVICE
N.E.S. = No EVENING SERVICE

SIST. = SISTERHOOD
S.E. = SHABBAT ENDS

T.S. = TIME TO STUDY TORAH

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER BULLETIN
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Malka Gross
Sol Leibowitz
Frieda Mirzoeff
Ken Sasmor
Arthur Schwartz
Ruthe Unger

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Claire & Daniel Begalman

LOSS OF MEMBER
Sidney Rubin

We extend our deepest condolences to
the Rubin family.

LOSS IN MEMBER’S FAMILY
Rhoda Zucker, Grandmother of Aaron & Jacob Zucker

We extend our deepest condolences to
Aaron Zucker and Jacob Zucker and their family.

REFUAH SHELEIMAH

Sol Leibowitz

Allan Morrin

Agnes Posner
Donald Weinberg
Lee Lobel-Zwang

Dear members and friends,

I am thankful and overwhelmed by your
concern, many calls and recovery good wishes. I'm
doing well and look forward to again joining you at
R.P.J.C.

Shalom,

Bertha Klein

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
FOR SPONSORING A
CONGREGATIONAL KIDDUSH
OR “TIME TO STUDY TORAH”
LUNCHEON

Thank you to Ira Shimshi, Walter Adelstein, Elise
Bornstein and Maria Duron, who sponsored the
congregational kiddush on November 2nd.

Thank you to Rabbi and Noreen Daniel, who
sponsored the “Time to Study Torah” luncheon on
November 23rd.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Donations received by the Center office after
November 18th will be listed in the January/February
Bulletin.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are grateful to all our members and friends

who _have given so generously during the High Holidays and Sukkot.

Walter Adelstein

Jerrey Adler

Mollie & Jack Alkana
Max Amper

Marilyn & Noha Astiukar
Estelle Bolofsky

Pearl Bonkowski

Elise Bornstein

Martin Cantor

Lorraine Carroll
Edward Chernoff

Jacky Schoenfeld Cohen
Meryl Colman

Thomas Cunow

Hillel Daniel

Regina & Lael Daniel
Rabbi Romiel & Noreen Daniel
Shirley Decker

Maria Duron

Lisa & Robert Eichenholz
Debby & Marc Elkin
Beverly & Carl Ellman
Reuben Ezra

Sanford Ferber

Susan Fischer

Ronald Fishkin

Mikhail Gelfer

Francine Glickfeld
Susan Goldschmidt
Aileen Goldstein
Harriet Goodman

Sandi Goodman

Frances Greenberg

Malka Gross

Beverly & Steven Haffner
Joel Herbst

Leonor Herbst

Stuart Hess

Robin & Mark Hochberg
Sherley Horlback

Leon Horowitz

Dan Isaacs

Ruth Kaplan

Cheryl Kastel

Blanche Kisloff

Pnina Lanxner

Marina & Jonathan Lederer
Florence Legler

Charles Lehat

Anne Levner

Roseann Levy

Marvin Lew

Ruth Loewenstein
Michael Loewinger
Joyce Magnus

Anna Maksumova
Jeanette Mildner

Fran Miller

Laurence Mirzoeff
Sandy & Martin Novzen
Pablo Ocner

Ellen Offen

Aida & Menashe Ovadia
Rachel & Jay Parker
Paramdeo Patraj

Fani Paun

Eva & Howard Reiss
Ella Rom

Julia & Moses Samson
Sheila & Ken Sasmor
Magdalena Schoenfeld
Ida & Arthur Schwartz
Johanny & Daniel Shallit
Ira Shimshi

Linda & David Sidlow
Sonia & Jack Siegel
Elaine Spodick

Carol Stoller

Larry Stoller

Toby & Herb Usenheimer
Ava Wand

Rochelle Wasserman
Leah Weinstock

Ruth Wolfson

Zivan Zabar

Lynne & Joel Zakoff

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER BULLETIN
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

YAHRZEIT FUND

Mollie Alkana, in memory of sister Sylvia.

Max Amper, in memory of mother Yette Amper.
Shirley Decker, in memory of sister in law Yetta.

Leonor Herbst, in memory of brother in law David
Herbst.

Pnina Lanxner, in memory of husband Meir Lanxner.
Elaine Spodick, in memory of mother Perel Nachama.
Ruthe Unger, in memory of mother Pauline.

Ava Wand, in memory of father Leon.

Ira Werner, in memory of grandmother Esther Werner.

GENERAL DONATIONS

Lorraine Carroll, in honor of opening the ark on
Shabbat.

Susan Goldschmidt, in honor of reading prayer on
Shabbat.

Ruth Kaplan

Pnina Lanxner, in honor of reading prayer on Shabbat.

Ida & Arthur Schwartz
Joel Zakoff, in honor of aliyot.

Lynne Zakoff, in honor of opening the ark on Shabbat.

HIGH HOLIDAY HONORS
Max Amper, for Rosh Hashanah aliyah.
Malka Gross, for Rosh Hashanah honor.
Beverly Haftner, for High Holiday honor.
David Haftner, for High Holiday honor.
Steven Haffner, for High Holiday honor.

Ava Wand, for Yom Kippur honor.

MEMORIAL FUND
Mollie & Jack Alkana, in memory of Sidney Rubin.

Karen Feinberg & family, in memory of Rhoda Zucker.

Rita Harper, in memory of Sidney Rubin, who died on
October 31, 2019. Sidney was a devoted member of
Rego Park Jewish Center and was a kind, sweet,
generous & thoughtful person.

Ruth Kaplan, in memory of Sidney Rubin.

Helaine & Fred Kurtzman, in memory of Rhoda
Zucker.

Edith Ohringer, in memory of Rhoda Zucker.
Ira Shimshi, in memory of Rhoda Zucker.

Jeffrey Stark, in memory of Sylvia Kelepis.

REFUAH SHELEIMAH

Mollie & Jack Alkana, for the recovery of Agnes
Posner.

Mollie & Jack Alkana, for the recovery of Lee Lobel-
Zwang.

Lorraine Carroll, for the recovery of Lee Lobel-Zwang.
Susan Goldschmidt, for the recovery of Agnes Posner.
Pnina Lanxner, for the recovery of Ida Schwartz.

Pnina Lanxner, for the recovery of Bertha Klein.

Pnina Lanxner, for the recovery of Agnes Posner.
Pnina Lanxner, for the recovery of Lee Lobel-Zwang.

Ida & Arthur Schwartz, for the recovery of Ruth
Loewenstein.

Ida & Arthur Schwartz, for the recovery of Agnes
Posner.

Ray & Ed Starer, for the recovery of Agnes Posner.
Ray & Ed Starer, for the recovery of Lee Lobel-Zwang.
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In Memoriam

The members listed below will observe Yahrzeit as indicated. Yahrzeit candles should be lit the night before.
Schedule of service elsewhere in this Bulletin. Please help ensure a Minyan by attending services
Please note: there are no morning services on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, unless it is Rosh Chodesh,
a special holiday or - if there is a yahrzeit. If you have a yahrzeit which falls on a Tuesday,
Wednesday or Friday morning, please inform Rabbi Daniel if you would like to have services.

Sunday, December 1st

Ava Wand - Father
Thursday, December 5th

Mildred Pelton - Mother
Friday, December 6th

Hedy Rothschild - Brother
Saturday, December 7th

Claire & Daniel Begalman - Son
Monday, December 9th

Ruth Kaplan - Brother
Friday, December 13th

Aileen Goldstein - Grandfather

Elaine Spodick - Mother

Ed Starer - Grandfather

Jacqueline Weiss - Grandfather
Saturday, December 14th

Florence Cohen - Husband

Monday, December 16th
Shirley Decker - Sister
Charles Lehat - Mother

Wednesday, December 18th
Lee Lobel-Zwang - Sister

Thursday, December 19th
George Godfried - Sister in law

Friday, December 20th
Johanna Katz - Mother
Johanna Katz - Father
Ira Werner - Grandfather

Sunday, December 22nd
Jacqueline Weiss - Father

Tuesday, December 24th
Ken Sasmor - Father

Sunday, December 29th
Allan Morrin - Uncle

e s = Ry
-

PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL

224 has been the Funeral Director for the

¥ Rego Park Jewish Center for 50 years.
% We are both your neighbor and family
sand very proud of our long standing
2 relationship.

We can be reached 24 hours a day. 7

days a week at 98 60 Queens Boulevard in Rego Park.

(718) 896-9000

Stop by sometime to discuss pre-arranging a funeral or to get a
Yahrzeit Calendar or to answer any question you might have.

OUR JEWISH FAMILY IS HERE TO HELP YOUR FAMILY

REGO PARK JEWISH CENTER BULLETIN
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